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WORLD  ANNUAL
RANK COUNTRY MILITARY BUDGET
1 U.S.A. $716 Billion
2 China 228 B
3 Saudi Arabia 69 B
4 Russia 64 B
5 India 64 B
6  France 58 B
7 U.K. 47 B
8 Japan 45 B
9 Germany 44 B
10 South Korea 39 B
By contrast to our $716 Billion per year:
RANK COUNTRY MILITARY BUDGET
15 Canada $20 Billion
16 Iraq 19 B
26 North Korea 7 B
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MILITARY GREED...HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?
Over 60% of the $1.19 Trillion proposed  
FY 2019 discretionary budget* will go to the 
Deptartment of Defense (Pentagon) and the 
other 21 departments/agencies will have to 
split the remaining 40%.
DEPARTMENT/AGENCY AMOUNT % OF TOTAL
Defense (Pentagon) $716 Billion 60%
Dept. of Education 59 B 5%
Health/Human Serv. 58 B 5%
Dept. of Justice 16 B 2%
Dept. of Labor 10 B 1%
* Descretionary budget: the portion of the Federal Budget 
acted on by the President and Congress every year.
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America loses all around! The cost of both the Iraq 
and Afghanistan Wars totaled (to date) about $4.4 
Trillion, not including the future interest on our bor-
rowing for those wars, which will add an estimated 
$8 Trillion through 2054.
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MILITARY SPENDING AT THE EXPENSE 
OF HEALTHCARE AND SCHOOLS
THE CHOICE: More War Or Peace, Jobs, Education and 
Healthcare at Home. The Pentagon is set to receive over 
$716 Billion in 2019 – more than half of the trillion-dollar 
descretionary budget. Contractors siphon off roughly half 
of the Pentagon’s budget each year. It is one of the least 
accountable agencies of government, wasting billions of 
dollars on needless bureaucracy. It has never passed an audit 
and can’t account for billions of your tax dollars.

TRADE-OFFS: IT’S YOUR MONEY, YOUR CHOICES (Should be!). 
Here’s what we could have if we slashed the Military budget:
1. Medicare for All: $716 B, plus a mere $12 B, would expand 
govt. health insurance to the 200 million U.S. children and 
adults who have private insurance or no insurance at all.
2. Free College: The annual military budget ($716 B) would 
pay full tuition for four years at a public university for 21 mil-
lion students; more students than are now enrolled at ALL 
colleges in the country.
3. Food Assistance: Congress now debating cut of $24 B over 
10 years from food stamps and assistance to the poor. Trimming 
just $2.4 B a year would keep assistance to the poor intact.
4. School budgets are being slashed. A mere 10% cut in the 
annual military budget would hire 700,000 new elementary 
teachers for one year.

YES, spending almost 60% of our federal descretionary bud-
get on the military at the expense of Medical Care and Educa-
tion is UNCONSCIONABLE!

Sources for all statistics: UNICEF, SIPRI, War Resisters League, World 
Health Org., National Priorities.org, Office of Mgmt/Budget
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Democracy or Plutocracy?
Democracy: “A state or society with equality of rights and privileges” Plutocracy: 
“A government of the wealthy.”-Webster
•  50% of Americans have no retirement savings
•  The richest 1/10th of Americans own 84% of the total value of stocks.
•  The average net worth of the top 10% of Americans is $5.34 M. Average of 

the bottom 40% is $44,700.
•  The share of wealth owned by the top 1% of Americans equals that owned by 

the bottom 90%
•  The top 1% includes 160,000 families with total assets of $20 M (average).

Shameful Facts:
The fall-out of our vast military spending:
•  U.S. is the ONLY industrialized country in the world without Universal 

Healthcare for all!
•  The $4.4 Trillion cost of the war in Iraq/Afghanistan (15 yrs) would have 

provided Universal Health Care for all Americans those same 15 yrs.
•  Despite having the highest medical costs in the world ($8,805 per person per 

year), the U.S. ranks 37th in the world in overall quality of healthcare and 17th 
in life expectancy.

•  The U.S. has the highest rate of childhood poverty in the world; one in three 
children live in poverty.

•  The U.S. ranks 29th in the world in infant mortality, 21st in child mortality.
•  The average college loan debt accrued per year per student was $31,000, 

yet the U.S. ranks 23rd in sciences, 31st in math and 32nd in literacy vs. all 
industrialized countries.

•  In 2018, 25% of America’s seniors filed bankruptcy because of medical costs 
or were forced to sell their primary residence.

•  An “honored” veteran commits suicide every 65 minutes. Of these, 75% are 
over 50 years old.

“There is no mercy in a system that makes healthcare  
a luxury.” – Rep. Joseph Kennedy.
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